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FBI Employee Pleads Guilty to Acting; in the United States as an Agent of the 

Chinese Government 

Defendant Corrected and Caused Sensitive FBr rnformatiorr to be Provided to tiie Chinese Government 

Kun Bhan Chun, a native cf tna Pace las Re cub c of China and a nature zed LP.5. c Izen. peaded guilty today to a 
crim na information charging Km with acting in the Un led States as an agent of China wthout providing prior notice tc 
the Attorney General. 

.Ass slant Attorney General fo- hfilonal Seourity John P. Carfin, Lf.S. Attorney P r eel Bharara of tne Southern District 
of New York and Assistant D -ector in Charge Dego P. Rodriguez of the FBI s f-lew York FekJ Off ce made the 
anno unoe meat. 

Chun, ak.a Joey Chun, 46, peaded guilty befo-e U.5. Magistrate J udge James C. -ranc s IV of the Southern Dstrlct cf 
lew York., he was an employee of tne FBI until his a-rest on March 16, 2016. 

"Kun Shan Chun vie sled our nation's trust by exploiting hie off c al U.5. Government postton to provde restricted and 
sensitive FBI information to the Chinese Government," said Ass slant Attorney General Carlin. "Holding accountable 
tnose who work as illegal foreign agents to the detriment of the United Stales is among the highest priori es of the 
National Security Division." 

“Americans who act as unauthorized fo-e gn agents commit a federal offense that betrays our nation and th-eatens our 
security," sad U.S. Attorney Bnarara. “And when the perpetrator is an FBI employee, like Kun Shan Chun, the threat 
Is all the more se-ous and the betrayal all the more duplictcus. Thanks tc the exoelent nvestgat ve work cf the 
FBI s Co unten nte! gen ce Dv son, tne FBI succeeded in demtifying and rool'ng o Jt this criminal misconduct from 
within its own ranks." 

“f-i one s aoove tne aw. tc inc ude employees of the FBI," sa d Ass slant D -ector in Charge Fod-guez. Vu'e 
understand as an agency we a-e trusted by the pubic to protect our nation's most sensitive information, and we have 
to do everyth ng in our power to uphold that trust." 

According to the complaint, the nformat on and statements made during today's court proceeding: 

In approximately 1307. Chun oagan working at the FBI s Maw York Feld Off ce as an eectronics technic an assgned 
to tne Computer zed Central Menlo- ng Facility of tne FBI s “echn oal B-anch. In approximatey 1333. and n 
connect on wth his employment, the FBI g-anted Chun a Top Seo-et security clearance and his dot es included 
acoe ss ng sen s t ve. and in so rme instan oes c lass fied. nformat on. I n con nacti on with a prog ress ve -ec ruitrme nt 
process. Chun rece ved and -esponded to taskings from Chinese nationals and at least one Chinese government 
off o a I (Chinese Cff o a HI i. some, f net all, of whom we -e awa-e that Chun worked at the FBI. On multiple oooas ons 
prior to his a--est n March 2016. at the direct an of Cn nese gevemrment off c ais. Chun oo lected senst ve FBI 
informal on and caused t tc oe transmitted to Chinese Off cial-1 and othe-s. while at the same t me engag ng in a 
prolonged and cmcerted effc-t tc ocnceal from the Z BI hrs illicit relat lens hips with tnese ind v d uars. 

Beg nn ng in 2006. Chun and seme of ns re stives maintained re etionships wth Ch nese nationals purport ng to be 


aff ated with a company in China noned Zhuhai Kdior Technology Company Ud. (KnStri). Chun mamta ned an 
indirect financ aJ inle r esl in Koiion, includirg through a previous nvestment by one of his parents. In connection with 
tnese relationships. Chinese nationals asked Chun to pertorm r esearch and consulting tasks in the In ted States, 
purportedly fo r the benef t of Koiion, in exchange for financial benef is. including partial compensation for international 
trips. 

Between 2006 and 2010, Chuns com muni cat ons and other ev dense reflect inqu r es from purported employees of 
Koiion to Chun while he was in the Unted States, as .veil as efforts oy the defendant to coiled, among other things, 
‘nformat on rega r d ng solid-state hardd-ves. 

In approximately 2011. dur ng a trip to Ita y and France partially paid fo r by the Chinese net onals, Chun was 
ntroduced to Chinese Gff cial-1. who indicated that ne worked fc r the Chinese government and that he knew Chun 
worked fo r the FBI. During suosequent private meet ngs conducted ao r oad between the two, Chinese Gff c a 1-1 asked 
■questons regard ng sens live. non-public FBI Information. Durng those meet ngs. Chun disclosed, among other 
t firings. the dentty and potential travel patterns of an FBI Specai Agent. 

In approKimatefy 2012, the FBI conducted a rout ne rarest gat ion relating to Chun s Top Secret sscurty clearance. In 
an effort to conceal his relationships with Chinese Official-1 and the other Chinese nationals purporting to be aff ated 
with Koiion, Chun made a se-es of false statements on a standard zed FBI form re ated to tne investlgal on. Between 
2000 and Mach 10, 2010. Chun was r equ r ed by FBI ooiicy to d so ose ante oated and actual contact with foreign 
nat ona s durng his ntem atonal travel, out ne ed on numerous o r e- and post-t r o FBI debriefing fonts by omit ng his 
contacts wth Cn nese GfficiaJ-1. ether Chinese natkmals and Koiion. 

On multiple cocas ons. Ch nese Gff c al-1 asked Chun for nformat on regarding tne FBI s internal structure. In 
approximately March 2013. Chun downloaded an FBI organ zat onal chart f r om his FBI computer in Manhattan. Chun 
later admitted to tne FBI that. afte r editing the chart to remove the nantes of FBI personnel, he saved the document -on 
a pace of dgtal med a and caused t to is transported to Co nese official-1 in China. 

Cn nese Official-1 also asked Chun fo r oformatlcn r ega r ding tecnnology used by the FBI. In approximately January 
2015. Chun took photos of documents displayed in a 'estreted a r ea of tne FBI s Mew York Field Office, which 
summa r zed =enslve-deta s r egarding mutipe surveillance teen nolog es used by the FBI. Chun sent tne 
photographs to his personal cell phone and aler adm tted to the FBI that ne caused the photographs to be transported 
to Chinese Official-1 in China. 

In approximatey February 2015. the FBI caused an undercover employee [UCE ■ to oe ntroduced to Chun. The LCE 
purported to be a U.E. citizen who was bom in China and 'working as a consultant to several firms, inelud ng an 
ndependent contractor fo r the Department of Defense. among other entities. 

Cur ng a recorded meet ng in f/arch 2Q 15. Chun tod the UCE about his relat onship wth Koiion and Ch nese nationals 
and ate r explained to the UCE that Koiion had "government backing,’ and that approximately fve yea r s prior a relative 
met a "section chief" whom Chun believed was assoc ated with the Chinese government. 

In another recorded meeting in June 201 5. Chun told the UCE that he had Informed his Ch nese assoc ales that the 
UCE was a consultant who might be in a postion to assist them. Chun sa d that he w shed to act as a "sub- 
cons uftant" to tne UCE and wanted the LCE to "pay" him “a iitle bit." In July 2015. after coordinating travel to meet 
Chun's Ch nese assoc ates. Chun met wth the LCE in Hungary twee. During one of the meeti ngs. Chun stated that 
ne knew "firsthand that the Chinese -government was act vely recruiting individua s who could prov da ass stance and 
that the Ch nese government was willing to provide immigration benefits and other com pens at on in exchange fo r such 
ass stance. The UCE told Chun that he had acc ess to sens live informal on from the U.S. government. Chun 
responded that his Chinese assoc ales .tiould be nte r esled in that type of informat on and tnat Chun expeoled a "cut" 
of any payment that the UCE recaved for providing nformat;on to the Ch nese government. 

The count of act ng in tne Uh ted States as an agent of China wthout providing not ce to tne Attorney General carries 
a maximum sentence of ID years in prison. The maximum potential sentence is prescribed by Congress and is 
provi ded he r e for informational: purposes only, as any sentencing of the defendant wil oe determined by the judge. 

The FBI s Counte- ntelligence D vision investigated tne case. The prosecution is be ng handled by Ass slant U.S. 


Attorneys Emil J. Gove III and And r ea L. Surratt of the Southern District of New York’s Te norism and International 
htanxdcs Unit, with ass stance provided by Trial Attorneys Tbea D. R. Kendle r and David C. Fecke r of the national 
SecuTy Dive on's Counterintelligence and Export Control Sect on. 
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